The Entente Offensive, Autumn, 1916
the bulk of the gth Army making for a line from Hermannstadt to Kronstadt. The Rumanians were to be attacked and thrust back towards the East. In executing this movement, the gth Army was to keep its right wing close to the north side of the Transylvanian Alps, so as to cut off the Rumanian Army in Transylvania from its communications with Wallachia. The operation automatically secured the right flank of the Army.
The three divisions of the gth Army concentrating around Miihlbacji could be enveloped from the region of Petroseny through the Vulkan and Szurduk passes, if the Rumanians decided to force their way past Hermannstadt and northwards over the Maros. This possibility was to be dealt with first. It was important that we should throw back the Rumanians near Petroseny over the mountain ridge. The first German troops that came up were successful in doing so on the igth of September. When these had been brought back to join in the forward movement from Miihlbach to Hermannstadt, Austrian troops took over the defence of the passes. The Rumanians succeeded in recovering them on the 25th, but by then they had lost some of their importance.
In front of the ist Army the Rumanians had pushed their way into the Gorgeny mountains in the bend of the upper Maros, and had driven in the Austrian posts on that river above Maros-Vasarhely. Further south they had reached the neighbourhood of Szekely-Udvarhely and east of Fogaras, The Hermannstadt Group, two or three divisions strong, had not moved. Weak Austrian troops, stiffened by the Transylvanian Cavalry Brigade which had been formed out of three cavalry regiments specially for this purpose, were holding a thin line between Schassburg and Hermannstadt.
The operations were to begin with a shattering blow at the Hermannstadt group by General von Falkenhayn. The exit from the Rotenturm pass was to be closed, and Beth armies were to strike eastwards.
The Hermannstadt blow succeeded.   By the 26th of September the Alpine Corps, in a long flanking march, had pushed ' forward to the Rotenturm pass in the rear of the enemy, where-
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